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Seedlings Braille Books for
Children is a 501 (c)(3)
non-profit, tax-exempt
organization dedicated to
increasing the opportunity
for literacy by providing
high-quality, free and lowcost children’s literature in
braille.

Sheep in a Jeep author to visit Seedlings!
Nancy Shaw, author of the popular children's book Sheep in a
Jeep, a fun rhyming story about
the misadventures of five sheep
that go riding in a Jeep, will be
the special guest at Seedlings'
Open House 5-7 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 29.
Shaw will read and sign copies
of her books, which also include
Sheep Out to Eat, Sheep on a
Ship, Sheep Go to Sleep and
Sheep Trick or Treat. The books will be available for sale at
the open house, both with and without braille.
Shaw said she is looking forward to visiting Seedlings.
Her aunt worked as a braillist, transcribing print books into
braille for the blind. For more information about Shaw, visit
www.nancyshawbooks.com

Follow us on
Instagram!
You can now follow
Seedlings on Instagram. Go to
Instagram.com and
search for
seedlingsbraillebooks
to see Seedlings' latest
photos and videos.
Seedlings is also on
Facebook and Twitter
(@SeedlngsBrlBks.)

Please help Seedlings
go green & save
dollars by sending
your name & email
address to:
info@seedlings.org so
we can send your
newsletters via email
in the future!
Thank you!

Seedlings:
Your source
for UEB
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News and Information

New board member a champion for accessibility
Learning to read braille wasn't easy for Katie Kelel. She lost her ability to
see print at age 5, and she had to repeat kindergarten to get the braille instruction she needed to catch up to grade level with her sighted peers.
Catch up she did.
Kelel went on to graduate from Michigan State University in 2014 with a
degree in international relations, to work as an intern for the World Health
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, and to serve as an accessibility consultant for the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., a job she continues to hold.
Now age 26, Kelel is a Seedlings board member and is considering starting a non-profit to help make education more accessible.
Kelel remembers having to fight to get some of her textbooks for math
and other subjects in braille.
"Braille reading is very crucial," she said, adding that audio books don't
allow for the same depth of comprehension. And, braille reading is the only way to learn how to write, spell
and use grammar, she said. "It's very critical to have these skills for independence."
Kelel said she was lucky to have grown up in the town next to Seedlings, where she could physically pick
out the books she wanted to read to hone her braille skills. She loves the affordability and the quality of Seedlings' books.
As a Seedlings spokesperson, Kelel accepts every invitation she receives to talk about the importance of
braille literacy and Seedlings' role in it. "It's something I am passionate about — equal access to education and
opportunity," she said.

Auction donations needed

6th grader
raises $302
for
Seedlings

Seedlings is looking for donations for its third
annual online auction Nov. 1-14 on
www.biddingforgood.com.
Last year's auction featured 306 items and raised
$16,500. That's 1,650 more braille books for children who are blind! Popular items include:
 Gift cards to restaurants
 Gift cards to popular retailers
 Travel opportunities
 Tickets to sporting events
 Passes to entertainment venues
 Movie & theater passes/gift certificates
 Behind-the-scenes tours
 Outdoor adventures
 Jewelry
 Electronics
To donate, contact Karen at
seedlink7@ameritech.net or 734-427-8552, ext.
301, or go to www.seedlings.org/events.php

Ella, a sixth grader
from Livonia, MI,
raised $302.85 for Seedlings by collecting donations
in exchange for lollipops at her school.
Ella had seen a news story about Seedlings and
learned that blind children have only about 5 books for
every 100 books a sighted child has! "I just LOVE
reading," said Ella, who has "a ton" of books at home.
Ella's donation made it possible for Seedlings to
produce and distribute 30 more braille books to children who are blind and visually impaired.
Ella is pictured with her two younger sisters, Addison and Sydney.
www.seedlings.org/donate.php
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